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Quality and Safety  

• Waiting to get in, waiting to get out: corridor care, delayed discharges 
and rising pressures on hospitals King’s Fund 
Danielle Jefferies, explores the link between delayed discharges and corridor 
care, the growing financial cost of both and why action beyond hospital walls 
will be essential if we are see an end to it. 

 

• Conversations that matter most: improving communication in end of life 
care PHSO 
This report draws on the experiences of families and clinicians to set out 
where communication at the end of life most often falls short and what needs 
to change. 

 

• National maternity triage specification NHSE 
This national maternity triage specification will support local services deliver 
safe and effective maternity triage. 

 

• National standards for healthcare portering services NHSE 
These national standards establish a consistent, high-quality framework for 
the delivery of safe, effective, and patient-centred portering across NHS 
organisations in England. 

 

• Making Every Test Count Delivering the NHS 10 Year Health Plan 
through faster, fairer access to in-vitro diagnostics Roche/RCPath 
This white paper sets out important examples of how diagnostics can enable 
the effective delivery of the three shifts outlined in the NHS 10 Year Plan. 

 

• Concept of operations for managing mass casualties NHSE 
This document sets out how NHS England plans to respond to a mass 
casualty incident. It should be read alongside NHS England’s national and 
regional incident response and mass casualty plans. 

 

• Equal waiting for elective care? Health Foundation 
This analysis explores whether progress made in improving elective wait times 
have been inclusive in line with government goals.  

 

• Improving maternal and infant outcomes and reducing inequalities 
King’s Fund 
Deprivation and potentially preventable conditions such as obesity, diabetes 
and hypertension are driving poor maternal and infant outcomes and 
inequalities. Veena Raleigh explores why much more needs to be done if the 
UK is to improve maternal and infant outcomes. 
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• The People’s Priorities for our NHS Year One Scorecard 38 Degrees 
One year on from the Government’s 10 Year Health Plan, this report scores 
progress on six key areas of improvement. 

 

• Medicine administration by registered and non-registered staff SPS 
Administration of medicines needs to be undertaken by appropriately trained 
healthcare staff operating under a legal governance framework. 

 

• Second mental health PSIRF exemplar investigation HSSIB 
This report demonstrates how the Patient Safety Incident Response (PSIRF) 
can be used to investigate patient safety incidents and identify opportunities 
for learning and improvement. 

 

• Over 2 in 5 of most elderly patients wait over 12 hours in A&E Nuffield 
Trust 
New analysis by the Nuffield Trust, carried out as part of QualityWatch, shows 
that patients over 80 are worst affected by very long waits in emergency care. 

 

• Long waits for a hospital bed in an emergency: will urgent care policies 
make a difference for patients? Nuffield Trust 
This long read explores whether particular groups of patients are being 
affected more by long waits for a hospital bed in emergency departments.  It 
discusses whether current policies – including a new definition of corridor care 
could make a difference. 

 
 

Service Improvement/Redesign   

• Pathology Transformation Review 2026 IBMS 
This review combines objective national datasets with contextual evidence on 
governance and operating model design to assess performance across UK 
pathology services. 
 

• Why has the vision of neighbourhood health been so hard to realise? 
King’s Fund 
Leila Morris’s parents helped set up a community mental health centre in the 
1980s. Decades later, why are we still struggling to make community-based 
approaches the norm? 

 

• Neighbourhood health needs the perfect conditions to thrive, not a 
perfect model King’s Fund 
A community-led approach to neighbourhood health needs time, good 
relationships and alignment with the wider system to be successful, Beccy 
Baird argues. 

 

• Framework agreement between DHSC and the UK Health Security 
Agency: 2026 to 2029 DHSC/UKHSA 
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This policy paper describes the working relationship between the Department 
of Health and Social Care and the UK Health Security Agency. 

 

• Framework agreement between DHSC and the Human Fertilisation and 
Embryology Authority: 2026 to 2029 DHSC/HFEA 
This policy paper describes the working relationship between the Department 
of Health and Social Care and the Human Fertilisation and Embryology 
Authority. 

 

• Acute provider collaboratives: delivering system impact in a changing 
NHS landscape NHS Alliance 
The provider collaborative leaders interviewed by the NHS Alliance identified a 
set of enablers as underpinning successful provider collaborations. These 
enablers discussed in this guidance and illustrated through examples of 
successful collaboration.   

 

• New NHS Quality Strategy puts outcomes and evidence at the heart of 
improvement HQIP 
Responding to the publication of the Quality Strategy for NHS funded care in 
England, QIP’s CEO, Chris Gush, outlines his initial insights and explains why 
we welcome this “value-based” strategy, calling on the wider healthcare sector 
to use the data programmes already in place to deliver it. 

 

• Learning from practice: innovation in primary and community care CQC 
These case studies highlight the excellent care is happening in health and social 
care services across the country every day.  

 
 

Training and Development 

• Black and Asian doctors are up to 30 times less likely to be offered 
medical training posts in some specialties, data show BMJ 
Doctors from certain backgrounds are far less likely to be offered specialist 
training places in the UK than white candidates, new data suggest. 

 

• GMC publishes results of the 2026 national training survey NHS 
Employers 
Read a summary of the key findings from the General Medical Council’s 
(GMC) national training survey for doctors in postgraduate medical training. 

 

• National training survey results GMC 
The results of the national training survey now consist of a series of concise 
briefing notes that break down the results at a UK-wide and four country level.  

 

• Broken trust: medical students’ experiences of professional standards in 
the UK BMA 
The BMA has published new research examining medical students’ 
experiences of professionalism standards and fitness to practise 
processes across UK medical schools. 
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• NHS Bursary Scheme rules 2026 to 2027 DHSC 
Information for students and higher education institutions about the NHS 
Bursary Scheme rules that apply for the academic year 2026 to 2027. 
 

Patient Experience    

• Cancer patients rate NHS care highly as record numbers checked and 
treated NHSE 
Tens of thousands of cancer patients have rated the care they received from 
the NHS as nearly 9 out of 10, as NHS teams see and treat record numbers of 
people for the disease. 
 

 

Research and Innovation 

• What does the public think about AI scribe use in healthcare? 
Healthwatch 
The use of AI in taking notes and making records could benefit patients and 
professionals alike. But public support requires trust, confidence and 
transparency. 

 

• Helping patients understand ambient voice technology: a new video to 
support digital inclusion Health Innovation Kent Surrey Sussex 
A new patient video explains ambient voice technology (AVT) – sometimes 
called AI-scribes or notetakers – in a clear and reassuring way. It helps people 
understand how AVT may be used in appointments, why it can be helpful and 
how it supports the conversation between clinicians and patients. 

 

• “AI nurse” supporting remote monitoring at Barts Health NHS Trust HTN 
An “AI nurse” is supporting Barts Health NHS Trust, said to conduct routine 
check-ins and collect information from patients before handing over to clinical 
teams. 

 

• Seizing a rare opportunity: scaling ambient voice technology in the NHS 
King’s Fund 
Could ambient voice technology help transform care, improve staff experience 
and reduce administrative burden? Pritesh Mistry examines the opportunities, 
challenges and choices facing the NHS. 

 

• Guidance: Ambient voice technology-enabled products MHRA 
Device qualification and classification of ambient voice technology-enabled 
products that are medical devices intended to be placed on the market, or put 
into service, in Great Britain. 
 

• Ambient voice technology-enabled products MHRA 
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Device qualification and classification of ambient voice technology-enabled 
products that are medical devices intended to be placed on the market, or put 
into service, in Great Britain. 

 

• NIHR invests £1.65m in quantum health technology NIHR 
The NIHR has awarded £1.65 million to 17 projects to support the early-stage 
development of quantum technologies.  

 

• How AI Could Help Clinical Audits and Registries HQIP 
As part of Clinical Audit Awareness Week 2026 (CAAW26), Chris Boulton, 
National Joint Registry (NJR) Director of Operations, looked at how AI could 
support clinical registries, where it has the greatest potential, and some of the 
challenges that still need to be addressed. 

 
 

People Management  

• Screening and vaccinations trust framework for NHS employees NHSE 
This framework has been developed to standardise and streamline 
occupational health screening requirements of NHS employees by 

establishing a baseline standard for all NHS trusts. 
 

• Over a third of the nursing and midwifery workforce is Black, Asian and 
ethnic minority for the first time NMC 
A record 293,778 nursing and midwifery professionals are Black, Asian and 
ethnic minority – over a third of the Register for the first time. 

 
 
 

Public Health 

• Health as an economic asset Health Foundation 
This report calls for a healthy working-age population to be recognised as an 
essential pillar if the UK’s economic strategy. 

 

• The state of urban health Impact on Urban Health 
This report sits alongside a suite of data dashboards and resources, designed 
to make urban health visible, navigable, and actionable.  Together, they 
provide a shared evidence base to explore inequalities in more depth and 
support more informed decision-making. 

 

• What is happening to life expectancy in England? King’s Fund 
For two decades before Covid-19, London had the highest gains in life 
expectancy. But this changed after the pandemic. This blog explains London’s 
atypical trends in life expectancy compared to other regions and local 
authorities. 

 

• North-south and deprivation divide widens despite increases in life 
expectancy King’s Fund 
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The north–south divide in life expectancy in England has widened over the 
past decade, analysis from The King’s Fund shows.   

 
Climate 

• First studies funded under initiative to decarbonise health and social 
care NIHR 
The NIHR has announced the first studies to be chosen as part of a multi-year 
funding opportunity which aims to help the health and social care system 
decarbonise, reduce waste, improve efficiency and deliver better value for 
patients and the public. 
 

 

Information Management  

• Ten years and counting is too long to wait for accessible health 
information RNIB 
A decade after the launch of the NHS England Accessible Information 
Standard, RNIB campaigners went to the Department of Health and Social 
Care (DHSC) to celebrate its tenth birthday. 

 
 

Leadership 

• Opening leadership pathways for SAS doctors (case study) NHS 
Employers 
Find out how appointing an SAS leader strengthened departmental decision 
making and supported recruitment, retention and inclusion. 
 

 

Annual Reports & Statistics   
 

● Smoking profile: July 2026 update 
● Health Service Safety Investigations Body Annual Report and Accounts 
2025/26 
● Friends and Family Test data: May 2026 
● Public opinions and social trends, Great Britain: June 2026  
● Inclusion health data and intelligence resource for England 
● NHS app management info: June 2026 

 

 
 

 

● SPS Spotlight, July 2026  
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Contact Us: 
 
The Patricia Bowen Library & Knowledge Service  
West Middlesex Hospital 
Tel: 0208 321 5968  
Email: chelwest.library.infoservice@nhs.net    
 
 
Register for OpenAthens to access e-resources:  
https://openathens.nice.org.uk/  
 
 
Health Management Update 
 
Please visit our Health Management Update to find out books and journals available in the 
Library 
 
Disclaimer:  This Bulletin is for information only.  The Library Staff are not responsible for 
the content of references.  This list is a selection of the articles available and is not intended 
to be exhaustive. 
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