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Quality and Safety 

• Measles guidance for healthcare services NHSE 
This guidance provides consolidated advice and recommendations for 
healthcare providers on identifying and managing patients with suspected and 
confirmed measles, as well as broader public health considerations relevant to 
NHS services. 

 

• Mental Health Bill receives Royal Assent DHSC 
The Mental Health Bill has received Royal Assent to modernise outdated 
mental health laws and improve care for seriously ill patients. 

 

• Evidence on what works in regulating health and social care King’s Fund 
Good regulation drives better services and ultimately helps people live 
healthier lives. But what does good regulation look like? We identify five key 
challenges and lessons for the CQC. 

 

• Fuller inquiry: government interim update on phase 2 recommendations 
DHSC 
This policy paper outlines progress made by government and relevant 
organisations in response to the recommendations made in phase 2 of the 
Fuller inquiry. 

 

• Government response to the Health and Social Care Committee’s third 
report of session 2024 to 2026: Black maternal health DHSC 
This policy paper outlines the government's response to recommendations 
made by the House of Commons Health and Social Care Committee's inquiry 
into Black maternal health. 

 

• NMC Midwifery Action Plan progress report 19 December 2025 NMC 
The Nursing and Midwifery Council (NMC) has reported on the progress of 
its Midwifery Action Plan to help midwives deliver the highest standards of 
care. 

 

• Roundtable: Strengthening Patient Involvement in Quality Improvement 
Programmes National Voices 
This report summarises a roundtable discussion with National Voices member 
charities reflecting on emerging findings from the BRACE Centre's evaluation 
of general practice improvement programmes. 

 

• Rebuilding CQC: progress during 2025 CQC 
Update on the CQC’s progress to rebuild the CQC that took place in 2025. 
 

• New ambulances deployed to boost NHS winter response DHSC/NHSE 
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More than 500 new ambulances will be deployed in England to cut response 
times for patients in every region. 

 

• Body Worn Video Cameras (BWVC) Worn by Police Accompanying 
Patients in the Emergency Department RCEM 
This guidance has been developed to assist Emergency Department (ED) 
staff in managing patients who attend the ED accompanied by police officers 
wearing body worn video cameras (BWVC). It does not cover situations where 
Emergency Department staff in some hospitals now also wear BWVC. 

 

• The health policy year in twelve charts 2025 King’s Fund  
Siva Anandaciva and Danielle Jefferies look back on the health and care 
trends, key figures, news stories and policy changes that happened in 2025. 

 
• The Maternal Care Bundle – a care bundle for reducing maternal 

mortality and morbidity NHSE 
This Maternal Care Bundle (MSC) sets best practice standards across five 
areas of clinical care for implementation by NHS providers and commissioners 
across England, 
 

• Managing pharmaceutical waste SPS 
Guidance and principles for managing waste generated from the use of 
medicines. 

• Investigation report: Patient care in temporary care environments HSSIB 
This report is intended for healthcare organisations, policymakers and the 
public to help reduce patient safety risks in relation to temporary care 
environments.  

 

• Corridor care: a last resort, or the new normal? RCP 
Following the publication of a Health Services Safety Investigations Body 
(HSSIB) investigation report, RCP clinical director for patient safety and 
clinical standards, Dr Zuzanna Sawicka, reflects on the growing impact of 
corridor care. 

 

• The Mental Health Act 2025: what you need to know NHS Confederation 
An overview of key changes to the Mental Health Act and the implications for 
healthcare organisations. 

 

• The Mental Health Act 2025: what you need to know NHS Providers 
This briefing, produced in partnership with NHS Confederation and Mills & 
Reeve, outlines what you need to know about the Mental Health Act 2025. 

 

• Maternity services in England House of Commons Library 
This briefing gives an overview of women’s experiences of maternity services 
in England, including disparities in the care received by women from minority 
ethnic groups.  It provides details of investigations into maternity units at 
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individual NHS trusts, the government-commissioned national maternity and 
neonatal investigation, and policies to improve care. 

 

• NHS staff face ‘national emergency’ as patient violence hits 285 
incidents a day Guardian 
Nearly 300,000 violent and sexual assaults recorded by NHS trusts in England 
over three years, Guardian analysis shows. 

• Nurses’ corridor care testimonies ‘distressing, damning’ RCEM                             
The Royal College of Emergency Medicine has described new testimony from 
nurses about the state of corridor care across the UK as ‘distressing, damning 
and exactly what we see every single day in our departments’. More than 430 
nurses described the conditions they are working in and what patients are 
enduring in a survey conducted by the Royal College of Nursing.  

 
Service Improvement/Redesign   

• Information relating to the 10 Year Health Plan DHSC 
Information relating to the 10 Year Health Plan, published on 3 July 2025. 

 
• NHS regions – what do they do and how are they changing? King’s Fund 

NHS regional teams make up a significant part of the NHS. Katie Purbrick-
Thompson looks at what they do and how they fit in with the wider health 
system. 

 

• Integrated care systems and strategic authorities: coming together to 
tackle health inequalities and the wider determinants of health CLES 
 This essay explores the changing policy context in which strategic authorities 
and integrated care systems exist, and the way the dynamics between them 
could and should evolve as devolution beds in. 

 

• Can strategic commissioning deliver the change the NHS needs? NHS 
Providers 
This briefing, featuring case studies from NHS trusts, outlines how strategic 
commissioning can be the catalyst for system-wide improvement. 

 

• Enabling working group reports: 10 Year Health Plan for England DHSC 
Final reports from the enabling working groups that supported the 
development of the 10 Year Health Plan. 

 

• University Hospitals of North Midlands updates on first-year outcomes 
from in-house developed discharge tool HTN 
University Hospitals of North Midlands (UHNM) NHS Trust has shared an 
update on first-year outcomes from its in-house developed digital discharge 
tool, designed to reduce the occurrence of delayed discharges and improve 
joined-up care. 

 

• Understanding time critical medicines to support improvement SPS 
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This resource aims to increase awareness and understanding of medicines 
that are more likely to cause harm if they are not taken at their intended 
timepoint. 

 

• Improving postnatal care: a toolkit for integrated care boards, partners 
and providers NHSE 
This toolkit supports integrated care boards (ICBs), their place-based partners, 
health and care providers to work with service users and professionals to 
improve the postnatal care experience and both short and long-term maternal 
and infant health.  

• How ICSs are delivering through change - three case studies 
Three case studies taken from our annual State of ICS report demonstrating 
how ICSs are delivering through change. 

 

• Impact statement: 10 Year Health Plan for England DHSC 
The impact statement presents the impacts of the 10 Year Health Plan for 
England. 
 

Training and Development 

• New qualifications to tackle NHS skills shortage Skills England 
New qualifications in MedTech to tackle 145,000 skills shortage and ease 
NHS pressures. 

 

• Medical Training (Prioritisation) Bill House of Commons 
A Bill to Make provision about the prioritisation of graduates from medical 
schools in the United Kingdom and certain other persons for places on 
medical training programmes. 

 

• Impact statement: Medical Training (Prioritisation) Bill DHSC 
An impact statement supporting the Medical Training (Prioritisation) Bill 
introduced to the House of Commons on 13 January 2026. 

 
Leadership 

• NHS restructures are eroding digital leadership at the worst possible 
time Digital Health 
Cutting digital capability at a time when it’s needed most risks long-term 
consequences for the NHS, writes John Mitchell on behalf of the Digital Health 
Networks ICS Digital Council. 
 

Research and Innovation 

• Faster treatments and support for health workers as AI tackles A&E 
bottlenecks DSIT/DHSC 
AI tool helping 50 NHS organisations predict A&E demand this winter, 
speeding up patient care as government delivers on building an NHS fit for the 
future. 
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• AI forecasting to cut A&E waiting times across the NHS NHE 
Patients across England could be seen more quickly this winter as hospitals 
increasingly rely on artificial intelligence to predict when A&E departments will 
face the most pressure. The technology, known as the A&E demand 
forecasting tool, is now available to all NHS Trusts and is already being used 
by 50 NHS organisations nationwide. 
 

• Breakthrough for Alzheimer’s test that uses finger-prick blood samples 
NIHR 
A groundbreaking NIHR-supported international study has shown that 
Alzheimer's disease biomarkers can be accurately detected using simple 
finger-prick blood samples. These samples can be collected at home and 
posted to laboratories without refrigeration or prior processing. 

 

• The hidden inequalities in NHS digital transformation Digital Health 
The rollout of AI within the NHS is likely to create gendered divisions within the 
workforce, warns Professor Nora Colton, founding director of the UCL Global 
Business School for Health. 

 

• Deep dive: AI in healthcare, what progress has been made in the past 12 
months? HTN 
Over the past 12 months, what progress has been made with AI in 
healthcare? This piece some of the notable news stories, webinars, deep 
dives and features. 

 

• New fast-track regulations set to accelerate health research NHE 
The UK is strengthening its position as a global leader in clinical trials, with 
new figures showing a sharp rise in activity and major regulatory reforms set 
to make studies faster and more efficient. 
 

• Update on measures to support clinical trials in the UK MHRA 
The MHRA is now setting out the next phase of reforms for 2026, aimed 
at helping patients access new cutting-edge treatments more 
quickly and boosting the UK’s competitiveness for global clinical research.  

 

• ‘The NHS is fundamentally unprepared for AI’: 7 in 10 doctors say the 
NHS is not digitally fit to deploy it RCP 
The new RCP view on digital and AI report exposes a disconnect between 
doctors’ demand for AI and institutional capability and raises serious questions 
about the NHS's readiness to adopt AI tools safely. 

 

• NHS hospitals using FDP AI tool to predict A&E demand Digital Health 
An AI tool on the NHS federated data platform (FDP) is being used by 
hospitals in England to help predict when A&E departments will be busiest. 
 

People Management  

• Advancing the surgical workforce: UK Surgical Workforce Census 
Report RCS England         
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The 2025 UK Surgical Workforce Census reveals a profession that remains 
deeply committed to patient care but that is operating under increasing 
pressure. Over half of respondents (53%) identified patient care as the most 
rewarding part of their role and 26% said that operating was the best part of 
their role. Beneath this dedication lie three persistent challenges: productivity, 
training and workforce sustainability. 

 

• Handling, use and sharing of exception reporting data NHS Employers 
This guidance outlines when identifiable and non-identifiable information may 
be used, staff access rights, and the required safeguards. 

 

• Meeting the NHS workforce retention challenge Health Foundation 
Jim Buchan explains why improving NHS staff retention will be central to 
delivering on the government’s ambitions for the NHS. 

 

• NMC improving timeliness of Fitness to Practise hearings NMC 
The Nursing and Midwifery Council (NMC) is upgrading the technology used in 
its Fitness to Practise (FtP) hearings as part of new measures to deliver a 
faster and more reliable service for everyone involved. 
 

• New forum to support diaspora nursing and midwifery professionals 
NMC 
The Nursing and Midwifery Council (NMC) has relaunched a key strategic 
forum to strengthen its support for diaspora nursing and midwifery 
professionals – those who have joined the UK workforce from around the 
world. 

 

• Equality, diversity and inclusion: Targets, progress and priorities GMC              
This report outlines the progress we and others have made against our targets 
to eliminate disproportionate fitness to practice referrals by 2026 and 
inequality in medical education by 2031.  To improve the representation, 
progression and inclusivity of ethnic minority staff at the GMC by 2026. 
 

• Deep-rooted inequalities ‘distort opportunities and weaken healthcare 
culture’ GMC                                                                                                                
Deep-rooted inequalities in medicine continue to impact careers and 
opportunities for ethnic minority and non-UK qualified doctors working in the 
NHS, General Medical Council (GMC) Chief Executive Charlie Massey 
cautions in a report published today. 
 

Patient Experience   

• National Qualitative Insight – Urgent and Emergency Care 2024 NHSE 
This report shares national insights from qualitative thematic analysis of 
written responses to the NHS Patient Survey Programme, coordinated by the 
Care Quality Commission and Picker. 

 
Public Health 
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• Providing healthcare public health advice to integrated care boards 
DHSC 
This guidance explains how local authorities should give healthcare public 
health advice to integrated care boards. 

 

• Preparing for an ageing society House of Lords Economic Affairs 
Committee 
 The Economic Affairs Committee is launching an inquiry to investigate the 
impact of ageing on the UK economy and society, the opportunities and 
challenges the Government needs to consider given the demographic trend 
and the policies necessary to adapt to this future.  

 
Finance 
 

• New study estimates NHS England spends 3% of its primary and 
secondary care budget on the health impacts of temperature University 
of Oxford  
A new University of Oxford-led study, published in The Lancet Planetary 
Health, is the first to link daily temperature data to health-care use and costs 
across primary and secondary care in England.  
 

 

Annual Reports & Statistics 

  ● NHS maternity statistics: 2024-25 
● Excess mortality in England: November 2025 
● Maternity services monthly statistics: final September 2025 
● National norovirus and rotavirus report, week 51 report 
● Public sector finances, UK: November 2025 
● Seasonal influenza vaccine uptake in frontline healthcare workers, England: 
1 September 2025 to 30 November 2025 
● Statistics on women's smoking status at time of delivery: England, Q2 
2025/26 
● Fracture Liaison Service annual report  
● Dementia data and intelligence: January 2026 
● Experiences of NHS healthcare services in England 

Bulletins  

● MHRA Safety Roundup: December 2025  
● SPS Medication Safety Update: December 2025  
● SPS Spotlight, December 2025  
● Emergency department surveillance system bulletin (England): 28 December 
2025 week 52 
● New Medicines News – December 2025  

● Sustainability in Healthcare update November - December 2025 
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● Health trends in England: 8 January 2026 
● NHS Digital workforce statistics: December 2025 2026 
● NHS sickness absence rates: August 2025 
● NHS staff earnings estimates: October 2025 
● NHS workforce statistics: October 2025 
● Palliative and end of life care profiles: January 2026 update 
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Health Management Update 
 
Please visit our Health Management Update to find out books and journals available in the 
Library 
 
Disclaimer:  This Bulletin is for information only.  The Library Staff are not responsible for 
the content of references.  This list is a selection of the articles available and is not intended 
to be exhaustive. 
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