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Quality and Safety

e Ten tests to ensure the cancer plan improves lives King’s Fund
A new national cancer plan is in development, due for publication shortly. It
presents an early opportunity to translate the 10 Year Health Plan’s ambitions
into a roadmap for delivery against a priority clinical condition.

e Pragmatic prescribing to reduce harm for older people with moderate to
severe frailty British Geriatrics Society
This document aims to support prescribing decision for older people with
moderate to severe frailty. This information can be incorporated into shared
decision-making conversations. It provides more lenient therapeutic targets
than standard guidelines, balancing potential benefits and harms of medicines
in this population. The guidance is designed for all prescribers involved in
medicines optimisation across primary and secondary care settings.

e Public Services Performance Tracker 2025: NHS Institute for
Government
NHS performance is improving, but a complex and haphazardly planned
reform package might slow progress.

e The NHS Assembly: bringing different voices to the work of NHS
England 2019-25 NHSE
The report provides an overview of the NHS Assembly, including its origins,
membership, key achievements, and the lessons learned from its work.

e Men's Health Strategy for England DHSC
Details the government’s 10-year vision for men's health and the actions we
are taking now to improve the health and wellbeing of all men and boys in
England.

e How well are patient transport services performing? Healthwatch
This blog reveals patient experiences of using patient transport services for
appointments.

e National patient safety alert — harm from incorrect recording of a
penicillin allergy as a penicillamine allergy NHSE
This national patient safety alert has been issued by the NHS England
National Patient Safety team. This alert is for action by acute, community and
mental health providers, health and justice services, primary care including
nursing and care homes, general practice and community pharmacy.
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e New sepsis guideline targets faster, tailored treatments to benefit
patients NICE
Patients aged 16 or over with suspected sepsis will receive more tailored
treatment under updated NICE guidance.

e Reducing NHS waiting times for elective care House of Commons
Committee of Public Accounts
This report on reducing NHS waiting times for planned (or elective) care finds
that despite NHSE spending £3.24bn on transforming diagnostic and surgical
services, it has now missed its recovery targets by significant margins, with too
many people still waiting too long for tests and treatment.

e Enhanced therapeutic observations and care: embedding therapeutic
practice NHSE
This publication is designed to support organisations in improving how
enhanced therapeutic observations and care (ETOC) is provided and
managed.

e |FIC annual survey 2025: connecting care information: are shared
electronic records the key to overcoming fragmentation? International
Foundation for Integrated Care
Results of the IFIC fourth annual survey which focuses on experiences and
understanding of shared electronic records.

e Patient safety issues associated with electronic patient record (EPR)
systems — a thematic review HSSIB
This report summarises and analyses the findings of HSSIB’s investigations
associated with EPR systems. It aims to identify what EPR system
components had been considered in reports, the problems associated with
them, and their impact on patient safety.

e The European Association of Hospital Pharmacists (EAHP) 2025
shortages survey report European Association of Hospital Pharmacists
The results of this latest survey detail the shortages of medicines and medical
devices experienced in hospitals since the last survey carried out in 2023.

e Inquiry Module Reports UK Covid-19 Inquiry
Inquiry reports on resilience and preparedness and core decision-making and
political governance.

e Our improvement plans for 2026 CQC
Details of the CQC improvement plans for 2026.
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Service Improvement/Redesign

e Health Inequality Assurance Framework: a self-assessment improvement
tool for integrated care boards NHS Confederation
Supporting integrated care boards to assess progress on tackling health
inequalities against strategic objectives and commissioning plans.

e Technical guidance to accompany the medium-term planning framework
NHS Providers
This briefing helps members engage with the technical guidance, summarising
key changes, our influence so far, and what the proposals could mean for
trusts.

e Towards integrated health organisations: considerations for policy and
NHS leaders NHS Confederation
Outlining the current state of play on integrated delivery models and exploring
the next steps to move towards integrated health organisations.

e Abolished to perfection? Building a better centre for the NHS Nuffield
Trust
This report looks at the opportunities and risks from the abolition of NHS
England, the deep issues it may not resolve, and lessons from the past about
how to scrap public bodies as effectively as possible.

e The contractual mechanisms to deliver a neighbourhood health service:
considerations for NHS leaders NHS Confederation
How the contractual mechanisms can evolve, their purpose, and core
principles to guide policy development on multi-neighbourhood provider
contracts.

Training and Development

e GMC publishes medical education report 2025 NHS Employers
The General Medical Council (GMC) has published the state of medical
education and practice in the UK report for 2025.

People Management

e Making workplace adjustments to support disabled staff NHS Employers
Under the Equality Act 2010, employers have a legal responsibility to make
reasonable adjustments for disabled staff.
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e New Programme to Tackle NHS Bullying, Harassment and Abuse
Announced
NHSRHO
A 16-month programme aimed at closing the ethnicity gap in bullying,
harassment and abuse claims has been announced by the NHS Race and
Health Observatory.

e Happier staff, healthier patients: the benefits of flexible working NHS
Employers
Bridgewater Community Healthcare Foundation Trust's Making Flexible Work
campaign reaps benefits for both staff and patients.

e The state of medical education and practice in the UK: workforce report
2025 GMC
This report presents findings from analysis of trends in the number,
demographics, and place of primary medical qualification of doctors holding a
licence to practise in the UK.

e Securing the NHS workforce for the future: our recommendations for
action King’s Fund
Delivering the 10 Year Health Plan won’t be easy. This long read explores why
workforce planning, accountability and investment in people matter and what
needs to happen next.

Patient Experience

e Into the web: the connections between pharmaceutical companies,
politicians and patient groups Patient Experience Library
This report addresses transparency in drug company dealings with the UK
parliament.

Finance

e Public health commissioning in the NHS: 2025 to 2026 DHSC
Information about NHS England's objectives and funding arrangements as it
commissions public health services.

e ICB Allocation of resources 2026/27 to 2027/28 NHSE
This page contains PDF and Excel files with the 2026/27 to 2027/28 integrated
care board (ICB) allocations for core services, specialised commissioning,
primary care medical, and running cost allowance.
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e Budget 2025 preview: cost pressures leave the NHS’s funding path
precarious Health Foundation
Analysis suggests a combination of recurring and one-off cost pressures could
result in NHS funding shortfall by 2028/29 of £19.8bn.

e The economic case for investing in nursing: the RCN’s proposals ahead
of the 2026 budget RCN
This report outlines the RCN’s proposals for the economic case for investing in
nursing.

e Combined epidemiological and economic modelling: how can
government better prepare for future pandemics? Institute for
Government
This report presents the possible benefits and challenges created by greater
use of combined epidemiological and economic (or epi-econ) models in
pandemic preparations and response.

e Do hospitals exhibit efficiency differences justifying local price
variation? A retrospective study of lengths of stay for renal transplant in
NHS England Centre for Health Economics
This paper aims to examine variation in lengths of stay between hospitals
supplying renal transplant services in England, accounting for hospital and
patient characteristics to establish whether there are statistically significant
differences that would justify paying different local prices.

e Chancellor to double down on drive to cut NHS waiting times and rollout
of new Neighbourhood Health Centres DHSC
250 Neighbourhood Health Centres to bring patient care closer to home and
bring end to postcode lottery of healthcare access.

e Policy Paper: Budget 2025 HM Treasury
The full Budget 2025 document.

e Autumn Budget 2025: initial response IFS
The Institute of Fiscal Studies researchers provide a response to the new
economic forecast and major policy announcements contained in the 2025
Budget.

e Building better health: enhancing NHS & independent sector
partnerships to boost capital investment and deliver the 10 Year Health
Plan IHPN
With NHS finances set to be severely restricted in the coming years, greater
private investment and partnership with the independent healthcare sector will
be “essential” to the implementation of the Government’s 10 Year Plan for
Health as well as their drive to reduce NHS waiting times, says a new report
from the independent healthcare sector industry body.
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Research and Innovation

e Al Policy from Doncaster and Bassetlaw Teaching Hospitals covers
procurement, responsibilities, and development of Al HTN
An Al Policy from Doncaster and Bassetlaw Teaching Hospitals (DBTH) NHS
Foundation Trust has set out a guiding framework to ensure “the appropriate
deployment, management, and oversight of Al systems across the DBTH
partners”. Its scope covers all departments and services, and Al systems
either internally developed or procured from external suppliers.

e Government fuels NHS innovation to unlock billions in growth
DHSC/NHSE
The government updates NHS IP guidance for the first time in 23 years,
cutting red tape so innovations reach patients faster and boost the UK's
economic growth.

e New Al tools could help save lives by spotting warning signs of bowel
cancer earlier NICE
Five smart technologies that act as a “second pair of eyes” during bowel
examinations have been conditionally recommended by NICE for NHS use,
potentially helping doctors spot harmful growths that could turn into cancer.

o Personalised ‘living druq’ to offer “hope of cure” for aggressive
leukaemia on NHS NHSE
Patients with an aggressive form of leukaemia will be able to receive a
breakthrough immunotherapy on the NHS that saw over three quarters of
patients go into remission in trials.

Public Health

e A Healthier Future: A long-term vision to tackle alcohol harm in the UK
IAS
The report sets out a shared vision for a society where alcohol harm is rare
and equal opportunities for good health and wellbeing exist for all. It identifies
three national targets for the next decade: halving risky drinking, expanding
access to specialist alcohol treatment, and reversing record levels of alcohol
deaths.

e Is the UK becoming the ‘sicker man’ of Europe? King’s Fund
Veena Raleigh reviews the latest data to assess how the UK's health
compares to other countries.

e Health, care and disability — crossing the divide King’s Fund
Deborah Fenney explores how disabled people, carers and those with multiple
long-term conditions face shared challenges.
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e How strategic authorities can use housing and public transport to tackle
health inequalities CLES
This essay draws on conversations with mayors and strategic authorities
officers to highlight how innovative housing and transport policies like
municipal housebuilding and bus franchising can be scaled and amplified to
achieve greater impact on narrowing health inequalities.

e Soft drinks levy extended to protect children and improve health DHSC
The government has announced an extension of the Soft Drinks Industry Levy
to more high-sugar drinks, including milk-based drinks.

e Health, wealth and employment in the run-up to state pension age IFS
This report analyses how health among those in their late 50s and early 60s
changed over time, and how these trends are associated with wealth and
employment.

e Improved scientific advice for medicines for public health threats
including antimicrobial resistance European Medicines Agency
A new approach brings together clinical trial and ethics expertise to accelerate
development of medicines for use ahead of or during emergencies.

e Healthy places, inclusive growth: how national policy can help realise
the potential of devolution Growth and Reform Network
This policy report focuses on the role of national government in creating the
systemic conditions for integrating health and economic development at place
level.

e When opportunity knocks: transforming weight management NHS
Confederation
This report is an outcome of a collaborative working agreement between the
NHS Confederation and Eli Lilly and Company.

e Health for wealth 2025: building a healthier North to boost UK
productivity Health Equity North
This report reveals that the relationship between health and productivity in the
north of England has become stronger over the last seven years, placing a
huge financial burden on the economy and stagnating possible productivity
growth.

Climate

e Climate change and mental health report UKHSA
The climate change and mental health thematic assessment report
synthesises the evidence base relating to climate change and mental health.

e Air pollution: effects on adverse birth outcomes UKHSA
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Effects of maternal exposure to ambient air pollution on adverse birth
outcomes.

e Measuring greenhouse gas emissions in health systems: discussion
draft WHO
This guidance document defines a common approach for health system
emissions measurement that is aligned with international standards and best
practice. It also sets out how health systems can develop the necessary
internal capabilities to measure their emissions consistently and effectively
over time.

Annual Reports & Statistics

e NHS performance dashboard — 13 November 2025

e OECD Indicators: Health at a Glance 2025

e A&E attendances and emergency admissions: October 2025

e Delayed discharges in an acute setting: October 2025

e Diagnostic waiting times and activity: September 2025

e NHS cancelled elective operations: Q2 2025/26

e NHS injury costs recovery scheme: amounts collected April 2025 to March
2026

e Provisional accident and emergency guality indicators for England:
September 2025, by provider

e Provisional monthly Hospital Episode Statistics for admitted patient care,
outpatient and accident and emergency data: April 2025 - September 2025

e Public opinions and social trends, Great Britain: October 2025

e Virtual ward capacity and occupancy statistics: October 2025

e Waiting times for suspected and diagnosed cancer patients: September 2025
e HSE publishes annual workplace health and safety statistics

e Smoking Statistics — November 2025

e 380 beds out of use in English hospices

e Excess mortality in England: October 2025

Bulletins

e SPS Medication Safety Update: October 2025
e SPS Spotlight, November 2025
e MHRA Safety Roundup: November 2025

Acknowledgements: This bulletin has been reproduced from the online Current
Awareness Service for Health.
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